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ዓለም አቀፍ የዐማራ ማህበራት ህብረት (ዓአዐማህ) 
International Amhara Associations Union (IAAU) 

Date 27th November 2025     
Ref. No: IAAU-EU-URGENT-2025 

Email: internationalamharaassociation@gmail.com 

H.E. Ursula von der Leyen 
President of the European Commission 
European Union 
Rue de la Loi 200 
Brussels, Belgium 

CC: 
• High Representative of the EU for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy 
• European External Action Service (EEAS) – Africa Desk 
• EU Parliament Subcommittee on Human Rights (DROI) 
• EU Special Representative for Human Rights 

SUBJECT: Urgent Appeal for EU Action to Halt the Genocide and Systematic 
Atrocities Against the Amhara People in Ethiopia 

Your Excellency, Madam President, 

We, the International Amhara Associations Union (IAAU), representing over 20 Amhara 
associations worldwide, and in solidarity with the Amhara Association Task Force in 
Brussels, write to you with profound urgency and deep sorrow. This letter is a direct 
appeal to the European Union's moral and diplomatic conscience. 

A Global Plea Embodied in Protest 

From October 26th to November 27th, the International Amhara Associations Union 
organised a month-long global demonstration campaign under the poignant banner of 
"Amhara Mothers' Tears." This movement swept across major cities worldwide, 
including London, Frankfurt, The Hague (Den Haag), Berlin, Stockholm, Geneva, 
Washington DC, Minnesota, Los Angeles, South Africa, and Queensland, Australia, 
culminating in a major peaceful demonstration outside EU institutions in Brussels today. 

 This letter accompanies that final, powerful gathering in the EU's capital. Several Amhara 
association members from the Netherlands, the United Kingdom, France, Germany, and 
Belgium together with wider Amhara diaspora communities, human rights supporters, 
and solidarity activists are gathered to appeal directly to you.  We believe this global 
demonstration echoes a broader, universal call: to uphold human dignity and 
international justice before more innocent lives are lost. 
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A Pattern of Systematic Annihilation and War Crimes 

For years, and with escalating brutality since 2018, the Amhara people have been 
subjected to a state-sanctioned campaign of extermination, ethnic cleansing, and 
systematic persecution under the government of Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed. This 
constitutes a clear and present genocide, unfolding with impunity while the international 
community stands by. 

The Ethiopian government has actively waged a full-scale war against the Amhara people 
since April 2023, marked by unprecedented brutality and a complete disregard for 
international law. This war is characterized by: 

Indiscriminate Drone Attacks on Civilians: Over 250 drone strikes have targeted 
civilian populations in the last year and a half alone.  

These include: 

o The attack in Gojjam Gedeb village (April 17, 2025), claiming over 120 
innocent lives. 

o The massacre of over 25 school children in North Shewa, Shenkora 
Dere Amba village. 

o Coordinated attacks in South and North Gondar (April 1-2, 2025), 
killing over 50 innocent civilians. 

• Systematic Massacres and Extrajudicial Killings: 
o The massacre in Merawi, in the Western Gojjam region, where over 250 

civilians were summarily executed by Ethiopian armed forces in late January 

and February 2024. This atrocity has been independently verified and 

condemned by Human Rights Watch (HRW), Amnesty International (AI), and 

other UN-affiliated agencies. 

o The Birakat massacre (March 31, 2025), where the Ethiopian Defence 
Force executed over 64 Amhara civilians. 

o The Deber Elias atrocities (July 2023), where over 600 people were 

massacred in a particularly heinous crime. This massacre has been formally 

documented and verified by the European Centre for Law and Justice (ECLJ), 

underscoring its severity and the regime's brutal tactics. 
• Mass Displacement and Arbitrary Detention: Millions of Amhara have been 

displaced from their homes. Over 100,000 Amhara youth and others are 
imprisoned in Addis Ababa and surrounding areas simply for their ethnicity. 

• Destruction of Livelihood and Culture: Sacred sites have been deliberately 
destroyed, schools remain closed leaving over 5 million youth without education 
for years, and farmers are prevented from producing food, engineering a man-
made famine. 
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Documented War Crimes and Crimes Against Humanity 

The regime's actions constitute grave breaches of international law, designed to terrorize 
and eradicate Amhara identity. Two recent cases exemplify this with chilling clarity: 

• On October 12, 2025, Fanit Bealem Wassyihun, a 19-year-old Fano 
volunteer, was captured after being wounded near Mankusa, Gojjam. While in 
government custody, she was tortured her arm, tattooed with the word “Amhara,” 
was flayed in a brutal attempt to erase her identity—before she was executed. The 
people of Mankusa buried her with honour, transforming her into a national 
symbol of courage and sacrifice. 

• Just days later, on October 17, 2025, in Wollo near Dessie City, Fanit Tigist 
Wodaj Yimer was also captured, tortured, mutilated, and executed. Her body was 
left exposed in public—a deliberate act of humiliation and dehumanization.These 
atrocities represent grave breaches of the Geneva Conventions, the Convention on 
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), and the 
Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court. They constitute unambiguous 
war crimes and crimes against humanity that demand urgent international 
accountability. 

Recent and Overwhelming Evidence of Atrocities 

This is not a hidden conflict. Recent and credible reports from November 2025 alone 
confirm the ongoing, systematic nature of these crimes: 

1. Massacre of Amhara Orthodox Christians in Arsi Zone: In a targeted 
campaign against religious and ethnic identity, government-affiliated forces 
carried out broad-daylight executions and desecrated religious sites during 
worship. According to sources from the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, from 
October 9th to 29th alone, over 129 Orthodox Christians were massacred in 
this wave of violence. 

2. Killing of Over 50 Amhara Civilians in Metekel Zone (November 20, 2025): 
Extremist Oromo militias executed civilians and burned homes with federal 
authorities failing to intervene, continuing a pattern of tacit approval 

3. BBC Investigation (November 19, 2025): A recent BBC report provides 
irrefutable evidence of the systematic targeting of Amharas, extrajudicial killings, 
destruction of farmlands, and the use of heavy weaponry in civilian zones by 
government-linked forces. 

4. State-Sanctioned Sexual Violence: We bring to your urgent attention a 
harrowing BBC report that documents the systematic rape of underage Amhara 
girls by government forces. This report details how Ethiopian soldiers are 
being used to perpetrate rape as a weapon of war against Amhara 
teenagers, causing profound trauma and fulfilling the criteria for genocide and 
crimes against humanity. This evidence can be found here: 
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cx2p8dpw1rwo. 

https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cx2p8dpw1rwo
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A Regime of Impunity and Ideological Persecution 

Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed's regime has abandoned all democratic pretences, 
transforming into an authoritarian network controlled by the 'Oromuma' ideology. It has 
systematically suspended critical human rights organizations (AHRE, CARD, LHR) and 
silenced independent media to rule through war and intimidation without scrutiny. 
Furthermore, there are credible reports that international aid funds are being 
misappropriated to purchase drones and military equipment, which are then turned 
against the very civilian population they are meant to help. 

Our Urgent Appeal to the European Union 

The European Union was founded on the principles of human dignity, freedom, and the 
rule of law. To remain silent is to be complicit. We respectfully and urgently implore the 
EU to: 

1. Publicly Recognize the ongoing atrocities against the Amhara people for 
what they are: Genocide. 

2. Launch an immediate and independent international investigation into the 
war crimes, crimes against humanity, and genocide, with a specific mandate to 
investigate the use of systematic rape as a weapon of war. 

3. Impose targeted sanctions—including asset freezes and travel bans—on all 
Ethiopian officials, military commanders, and militia leaders responsible for 
planning, funding, and executing these atrocities. 

4. Suspend all direct financial cooperation and aid to the Government of 
Ethiopia until verifiable accountability measures are implemented, unrestricted 
humanitarian access is granted, and all military operations against civilians 
cease. 

5. Demand and ensure unrestricted humanitarian access to all besieged 
Amhara regions to alleviate the man-made famine and health crisis. 

Madam President, the "Amhara Mothers' Tears" campaign is a cry for help from a global 
community witnessing the destruction of its people. Today, we stand before your EU 
office as our month-long campaign concludes here, at your doorstep, to personally 
plea for your help against the existential threat facing the Amhara people. Millions 
of Amhara lives hang in the balance. The hope that the European Union represents for the 
oppressed is in danger of fading if it remains silent in the face of this suffering. You have 
both the moral authority and the diplomatic tools to make a difference. 

We beseech you to act decisively. Uphold justice, protect humanity, and save countless 
innocent lives. With the deepest respect and urgent expectation, 

International Amhara Associations Union (IAAU) 
In Solidarity: 
Amhara Association Task Force in Brussels 


