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Statement about the so-called Vision Ethiopia 10th conference 

                                                        December 20, 2020 

It has come to our attention that a disgruntled group has made an announcement that has to do with 
conducting a 10th Vision Ethiopia Conference. The announcement states that the conference will be 
held on January 8 and 15 under the theme of “Post-TPLF Ethiopia: The Path Forward”. The sub-
themes of the proposed conference are “Constitutional Reform, Ethnic Federalism, Border Disputes 
and Transition to Democracy” and “Extremism, Terrorism and Genocidal Violence: Challenges of 
Transition to Democracy”. The ex-President and his IT person are  using the brand name, registration 
number, similar logo, and the website address of Vision Ethiopia. To an outsider, the announcement 
is quite misleading. We, therefore, demand, publicly, that the organizers of the conference use a 
different name and cease and desist from misusing the name, email addresses,  email node, and 
website of the legal and legitimate Vision Ethiopia.  
 
As indicated in our November 25, 2020 statement, Vision Ethiopia has changed its President. The 
reasons for the removal were transgression of the bylaws, not following due internal process in issuing 
press statements, violation of the Code of the District of Columbia § 29–406.01 (b) and not being able 
to earn the confidence of 2/3 of the Board of Directors (a requirement according to Article VI Section 
11 of the bylaws), and 4 of the 5 founding members.   
 
Speakers,  participants and followers of  Vision Ethiopia’s conferences know well that there is no new 
agenda in the proposed conference. Inspecting the recently concluded conference report (issued 
on October 28, 2020), where 27 speakers presented their work, provides  evidence that the theme of 
the proposed conference is worn out. Furthermore, in terms of process, our conference themes are 
carefully deliberated before they are announced, and the actual conference is preceded by two calls 
for papers. In addition to reviews, the speaker vetting process is also balanced. The only special 
conference was the one organized in collaboration with the Ethiopian Embassy in July 2018. There 
was no other conference that the Board of Vision Ethiopia has organized at short notice. Now, events 
are unfolding in Ethiopia and the Greater Horn of Africa region, we believe the time is for action, not 
for talking or political posturing. There are enough good ideas on the market. The trouble is turning 
the ideas into action.  
 
While we have no qualms with conducting their own conferences, we would like to inform speakers, 
the general public, and media owners that the so-called Vision Ethiopia 10th conference is indeed a 
misnomer, not organized by the Board of Vision Ethiopia. As a public interest organization, our 
fiduciary responsibilities require us  to inform the public that since the removal, the ex-President has 
continued to appear in the media and, make statements, including at Menelik Television, in the 
capacity of a President, to express his opinion, defame the board and the broader intellectual and 
professional community that do not conform to his views. We are therefore obliged to issue this 
statement, without prejudice, and reserve the right to consider legal route, if the situation continues.     
 

Members of the Board (in alphabetical order) 

Dr. Ashenafi Gossaye   Ato Gizaw Legesse  Professor Minga Negash  
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